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“... restlessly dedicated to contemporary living.”



CASA NO CRATO Crato, Portugal

“I always try to respect the local architecture, un-
derstand who the clients are and study the plot on 
which we will build. ‘Casa no Crato’ is located in 
Alto Alentejo, a rural and sparsely populated region, 
where white one-story houses with large chimneys 
crown small hills”, architect Inês Brandão says. The 
project is shaped like a cross, which was the result 
of adapting the house to the natural preexistence 
and avoid cutting down trees. “By molding the con-
struction around the trees, each of its four arms was 
allowed to be entirely surrounded by the landscape 
that penetrates the interior of each space, creating 
the illusion of a smaller-scale construction, inspired 
by the small Alentejo houses”, Inês explains. Due to 
the incredible views of the landscape, Inês and her 
team decided to open the house with large windows. 
With high temperatures throughout the year, “we 
created several porches throughout the house that 
can be closed off by perforated corten steel shutters, 
inspired on the ‘Muxarabi’ – an element of Arabic 
vernacular architecture, which passively controls the 
temperature inside the house, as they allow the con-
stant ventilation of these spaces”, Inês elaborates.

Inside, the light-f illed spaces always relate to the 
exterior where the pool can also be seen f rom the 
kitchen, adding a playful and convivial character. 
“Each room has an independent relationship with 
the landscape, enjoying a more controlled view, giv-
en the topography that welcomes them. Lavender 
and other small species form the border next to the 
porches of the rooms, reinforcing the tranquility in-
herent to these spaces”, Inês notes. With the local 
ecosystem always in mind, Casa no Crato is ideal to 
escape f rom the busy city life.

I n the idyllic landscape of Alto Alentejo, Casa no 
Crato is placed with a series of volumes to create 
the illusion of a smaller scale with an intimacy to 

resemble the typical Alentejo rural house. A perfect 
retreat for a couple who loves the silent nature.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Crato,+Portugal,+Portugal/@39.2899822,-7.6521853,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0xd178e5b296346e5:0x581cd1c1cc56c20c!8m2!3d39.2876744!4d-7.6456553
https://www.inesbrandao.com
https://photoshoot.pt
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